notes and queries. 


I shall bear it in mind all the day long —all the holiday throuo-]^ 
for it may be true possibly of us. I cannot tell— our home is full f ro 
corner to corner of love -beginning with father, who by instinct ( not ™ 
theory) has always so absolutely insisted on every separate child giving him 
a “proper,” “real” morning greeting that everyone begins the day 5, 
realising the bond which unites us all. But still there may be corners not 
full enough and over-brimming ; they shall be well watched and carefull • 
tended, for fear of the very suggestion of famine. But on the famine tlmt 
does exist. How well I know it. It is the key to the whole position the 
maggotthat eats out the very heart of life almost before it is grown ’ into 
life— and leaves its mark irrevocably— never to be healed. And the cause 
I suppose is quite as often selfishness as ignorance. Motherhood wants 
a perfect ocean of unselfishness born in with the birth pains, and growino 
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BY THE WAY 


The children are beside themselves with pleasure at the pretty country 
and the scrambling walks, but above all at the wild flowers, in which they 
are getting quite learned. I find them in a book for them,* and even Ernie, 
aged six, knows some names, and never calls them wrong. All my children 
are great lovers of Nature, and I develop this as much as I can. It makes 
life so rich, and they can never feel dull anywhere if they know how to seek 
and find around them the thousand beauties and wonders of Nature. They 
are very happy and contented, and always see the less people have the 
Jess they want, and the greater is the enjoyment of that which they have. 
1 bring up my children as simply and with as few wants as I can, and, above 
•all, teach them to help themselves and others, so as to become independent. 


* 


* 


* * * 


The day passes so quickly, when one can do good and make others 
happy, and one leaves always so much undone. I feel more than ever one 
should put nothing off, and children grow up so quickly and leave one, and 
I would long that mine should take nothing but the recollection of love 
and happiness from their home with them into the world’s fight, knowing 
that they have there always a safe harbour and open arms to comfort and 
encourage them when they are in trouble. 


* * * * * 

People (and children vera) with strong feelmgs and of nervous tem 
perament, for which one is no more response rh«n k ( h ‘ v 't Thoi 
one’s eyes, have things to fight against and topuj w and 

of quiet, agreeable dispositions, who . irritable nerves. One 

have consequently no feeling of nerves ~st.ll less ot n. 

can overcome a great deal, but alter onese ^ate Frincess Alice. 
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